
gOctober 2017ust 2017
October 2021

SpecigramSpecigram
Newsletter of the Pittsburgh Chapter,
  Construction Specifications Institute

October 12th Program
Why Commission the Building Enclosure? 
Better Project Outcomes, Lessons Learned

 

5:00 – 6:00 PM via Zoom Meetings

This presentation will shed light on building enclosure commissioning (BECx), enclosure 
field testing, and their benefits for projects.  Includes insight on selecting various types of 
enclosure field testing and some lessons learned from failed testing.

Learning Objectives:
1. Identify when appropriate and know the benefits of BECx and more robust enclosure field testing scope;
2. Implement tools and best practices for more effective enclosure QC/QA, incorporate BECx processes into 
projects;
3. Deeper insight on various types of enclosure field testing, recommendations on what to specify;
4. Awareness of building enclosure design and construction issues that can affect performance, how to 
minimize the risk of future leaks.

REGISTRATION:  
https://imiweb-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkd-6vqDwsE9FC7D5QqLa27QnzzdVhjK6n

This program meets the AIA/CES requirements for continuing education 
and qualifies for 1.0 HSW Learning Units. 

Questions: E-mail Brian Trimble at btrimble@imiweb.org or call 703-300-0109.

SPEAKER:  Rich Freewalt, RA
Associate / Senior Architect
WDP & Associates

Rich is an Associate and Senior Architect with WDP 
with 32 years of extensive on-site and collaborative 
experience as an Architect, Project Manager, and 
Team Lead, and a focus on building envelope 
consulting and quality assurance (QA).
 

https://imiweb-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkd-6vqDwsE9FC7D5QqLa27QnzzdVhjK6n
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September 2021

Kelly W. Brown, AIA, CCS

There is a new brand for CSI.  A new way of thinking about 
who we are and what we do.  The key strategic directions that 
are the focus of the Institute, as shared at the CSI National 
Conference, are: 
• Creating a Community of Belonging
• Being a Center for Innovation
• Elevating the Profession

Building our Community through inclusion, equity, and 
diversity, will allow for growth in the pool of qualified construction information and 
specification professionals.  Focusing on innovation allow us to change and adapt to a 
changing environment and leverage the information, experience, and wisdom of our 
collective community.  CSI elevates the profession by continuing to build relationships with 
other professional organizations and providing a certification courses and a learning library 
for members.

Please check out these links:
• CSI website:  https://www.csiresources.org/home
• “The Future of CSI” presentation, unveiling the new
 CSI logo, by Mark Dorsey and Martin Kemp at the 
 CSI National Conference:  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hg1MZVr84eg
• CSI Learning Library:  
 https://www.pathlms.com/csi/ 

CSI is for every member of the construction industry.  It is a network.  It is a community 
dedicated to making the built environment.
  
Our Pittsburgh CSI Chapter is excited to continue to promote community.  Please mark 
your calendars to attend the upcoming CSI Holiday Party on December 14, 2021 at the 
Chadwick.  If you would like to participate, please contact Jim Geist:  jim.l.geist@sherwin.com 

If you know an emerging professional that may benefit from earning their Construction 
Documents Technology certification, let them know that CSI Pittsburgh will be conducting a 
CDT Study Course in January and February.  
If you’re interested, please contact Bill Vernon:  bjv@r3a.com 

Yours truly,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hg1MZVr84eg 
https://www.pathlms.com/csi/ 
mailto:%20jim.l.geist%40sherwin.com?subject=
mailto:bjv%40r3a.com?subject=
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 October Anniversaries 

39th Timothy Fyock
26th Joel Cluskey  RSH Architects 
21st   Barbara Smith  Barbara J Sales Associates, Inc. 
15th  Toby Knight Knight  Athletics, Inc. 
14th  Peter Eritano  C&MS
13th  Barbara Ruppel  Dodge Data & Analytics
13th  Kimberly Hummel
9th  Michael Andrews  Allegion
2nd   Kenneth Codeluppi DAMTITE WATERPROOFING/WFI
1st  Jessica Stuck  MCF Architects
  
 Current Membership: 76 
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Tuesday, April 13, 2021 3:00 PM  by teleconference

PRESIDENT  
- Brown advised that Thornton would recognize the Chapter at the Regional meeting next
   week. 
- Brown will follow up on access to the CSI Chapter Roster data, and updates to the Chapter
   website. 

PROGRAMS 
- April 13, 2021 Program: Building Restoration Presentation by Rob Pfaffman. 44 attendees
   are registered. 
- May 2021: Sal Verrastro (Lehigh Valley Chapter) will speak about incorporating off-site
   construction (modular, pre-fab, etc.) into projects. A local presenter counterpart is needed
   for the program panel. 
- June Program: Top Golf - In person activity. Planning on 12 attendees hitting from 2 bays. 
   Need to verify whether there are restrictions. 
- Product Show: Geist will begin looking for sponsors during the summer. 
- Ideas:  
  Tours in Fall. 
 ITX (organizing group) has hands-on workshops from Harold Garber. 
  Is this a program we would like to utilize? 
  Topics: Building Envelope, Rainscreen, etc. 
  Free of charge. 
  Four manufacturers conduct presentations. 
- Chapter Awards will be presented at the June meeting. 
 Golden Plunger 
 Sysyphus (for special effort, last awarded in 2019) 
 Educational. 
 Technical. 
 Brown and Strayer will teleconference to discuss these awards.

GOLF OUTING
- Barra reported that the golf outing is scheduled for May 27, 2021 (Thursday before
   Memorial Day). 
 9 or 10 foursomes currently registered. 9 or 10 hole sponsors currently registered. 
 Goal is 18 foursomes. Brian Trimble will send an email blast this week. 
 Menu is being developed. 
 Nagie and Brown will be volunteering. 
 Suggested Gift: 3-pack of balls.
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Tuesday April 13, 2021 (cont’d)

CERTIFICATION
- Reminder to sign up for exams. Perhaps add a reminder to the Specigram for distribution to
   the whole Chapter. 

AWARDS 
- Institute Award Nominations: End of May. 
- Chapter Report: End of May. 
 Brown will submit. Thornton prepared the report in 2020, and will share 
 the submission with Brown. 
- Outstanding Chapter Commendation: Submission due to CSI on July 15.

NEW BUSINESS  
- Elections: 
 President: Kelly Brown 
 1st Vice President: Matt Lander 
 2nd Vice President: Brian Trimble 
 Treasurer: John Danes
 Directors: Miki Vargo and Mike Bosco 
- Thornton will send out a Survey Monkey for elections, and will make an 
   announcement at the program this evening. 
- Vargo advised that 9 people from her firm would be in attendance.

Tuesday, May 11, 2021 3:00 PM  by teleconference

PRESIDENT  
- Brown met regarding CSI Pittsburgh awards, and will be ready to present them at the Top
  Golf event. 
- Brown requested a membership grid from CSI to use for mailing labels. The Chapter has 79
   members, of whom 2 are emeritus. 

TREASURER 
- Nagie wants to send refunds out in May.  Thornton will make address labels. 
- Strayer will need to sign the refund checks. 
- Funds will be transferred to “Special Function” account. 
- Nagie will instruct the incoming Treasurer. 
- In April there were deposits of $605 (February dues received), and $0.27 interest was
   received. 
- Nagie suggested a summer social event. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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PROGRAMS 
- June Program: Top Golf 
 Expected cost to Chapter: $600, which is within the budget for the event. 
 Cost to Attend: $35 - members; $50 - non-members. There is a $2 fee for payments
 received via PayPal. 
 Accepting sponsors. 
 Unanimously approved.

PUBLICITY / ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS
- Trimble reported that he uses “Click to Mail” service for sending post cards.

CERTIFICATION
- Reminder to sign up for exams. Perhaps add a reminder to the Specigram for distribution to
   the whole Chapter. 

AWARDS 
- Institute Award Nominations: End of May. 
- Chapter Report: End of May. 
 Brown will submit.  Thornton prepared report in 2020, and will share submission with
 Brown. 
- Outstanding Chapter Commendation: Submission due to CSI on July 15.

NEW BUSINESS  
- Elections: 28 responses received. All vote counts were unanimous. 
 President: Kelly Brown 
 1st Vice President: Matt Lander 
 2nd Vice President: Brian Trimble 
 Treasurer: John Danes 
 Directors: Miki Vargo and Mike Bosco 
- Thornton reported on the Region Conference. 
 Region Conference will be in Richmond in 2022, or may change to North Central PA. 
 Another possibility is to host the event as a joint conference. 
 Pittsburgh is next scheduled to host the conference in 2027, or sooner. 
- Marty Thornton reported that 10 emails were undeliverable, based on the roster dated April
   7, 2021. The roster still includes Ray Brooks (deceased). 
- Brooks’ obituary notice will be sent to CSI so they will remove him from the roster.
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TUESDAY  JULY 20, 2021 5:30 pm.  20 Stanwix Street Meeting room.

PRESIDENT 
- Brown thanked members both in person and online for attending. Tonight we will begin to
   plan for the year 2021- 22. 

TREASURER  
- Proposed budget for 2021-22 was presented. Questions were answered. This item will be
   acted upon at the August meeting. Please review and be ready to act on it when all Com-
   mittee Chairs will have had more time to have reviewed.  This item was tabled. 
- Star Chapter.  Brought up by Lander. After further discussion all agreed we as a chapter are
   able to plan and carry out meetings, events and fundraising on our own. Other chapters are 
   paying hundreds of dollars each year for this same service. 

PROGRAMS
- Trimble is planning to return to in person meetings in September.  The 2020-21 programs
   were successful. In most cases attendance was excellent. 
- Trimble collected suggestions for tours including: Standard Bent Glass, Exone Printing (3D
   Printing), Project tours, St Clair Hospital, AGH Wexford Hospital, Seneca Valley Elementary
   School, Cracker plant, Hazelwood Green.  
- Social events included Biking, Kayaking, Ax throwing, Top Golf. 
- Trimble will look into details and report back at the next meeting.  It was also suggested we
   go on zoom for those who can not attend the meetings in person. Social events  we should
   consider non-meetings events like Trivia, night at the casino, Bingo or cards. 

EVENTS/FUND RAISERS 
- Fall Golf outing tentative date 9-23. 
- Spring Golf outing tentative date 5/26.
- Sporting Clay shoot tentative date 6/23. 
 
MEMBERSHIP
- Chapter membership is down to 74, at one point we had over 200.  We must do everything
   we can to stop this bleeding. Last year 86 of 127 chapters throughout CSI dropped in their
   member numbers only one chapter in the Middle Atlantic Region was up in their numbers.
   Vargo and Nagie Have volunteered to help Carnegie brainstorm to develop a plan to im
   prove our membership. 
 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Chair open. 



October 2021

Highlights from the Board (cont’d)

8

TUESDAY  JULY 20, 2021 (cont’d)

CERTIFICATION
- Vernon and. Danes volunteered to help Bosco set up a new program of Certification Classes
   for the Spring of 2022. 

HOLIDAY GALA/DRODUCT SHOW
- Geist plans to start a little earlier this year to see if vendors are interested.
 
GBA LIASON
Chair open. 

STUDENT OUTREACH
Cahir open. 

OLD BUSINESS
- Updated list of Officers and Committee Chairs has been submitted to the Institute.
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Get the New Edition of 
Construction Specifications Practice Guide (CSPG)!

If you work in construction specifications, 
the CSPG, 2nd Edition should be on your bookshelf. 

 
New Learning Features include: 

Improved structure to the 
Certified Construction Specifier (CCSTM) exam.

Detailed information addressing outline 
and short form specifications in more detail. 

Upgraded to comply with current 
project delivery methods. 

And much more!

 
The CCS examination allows you to showcase your knowledge 

on the latest project delivery methods. 

The CSPG, 2nd Edition is the best resource to study 
and prepare for this material. 

Get it here:  https://www.csiresources.org/home/widgettest?cobaltsrc=https://
csi82widgets.csiresources.org/Sales/Catalog/ProductSearch.aspx?selmenid=men7

 
Questions about the CSI Certification Program? 

Contact us at certification@csinet.org.

https://www.csiresources.org/home/widgettest?cobaltsrc=https://csi82widgets.csiresources.org/Sales/C
https://www.csiresources.org/home/widgettest?cobaltsrc=https://csi82widgets.csiresources.org/Sales/C
mailto:certification%40csinet.org?subject=
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Newsletter Sponsors
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Chapter Leadership
Officers

President
Ms. Kelly Brown, AIA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP  
RMCreative 
412-471-4445 
kbrown@rmcreative.com

1st Vice President 
Mr. Matthew Lander, CSI 
AVT, Inc.  
412-257-5077 
mlander@avtinc.net

2nd Vice President 
Mr. Brian E. Trimble, PE, LEED AP, CSI 
IMI 
703-300-0109 
btrimble@imiweb.org 

Secretary 

Mr. Stephen J. Preis, PE, CSI, CCS, CDT, 
ASHRAE, SCIP 
Deltek
412-737-7447 
sjpreis.pe@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Directors
Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net

Mr. James L. Geist, CDT, CSI 
Sherwin-Williams 
724-933-1900 
jim.l.geist@sherwin.com

Mr. Brad A. Bartley CSI, CDT
Consolidated Glass Corporation
724-658-4541 
bbartley@cgcglass.com
Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CSI, LEED AP 
IKM, Inc.
412-281-1337
bbailey@ikminc.com

Mr. Dan Barra, CSI 
ASSA ABLOY Door Security Solutions 
724-249-9866 
dbarra@dsstristate.net 

Directors (cont.)
Ms. Michaeleen Vargo, CSI, LEED AP 
LEED AP BD+C
LGA Partners
Phone: 412-224-6232
MVargo@lga-partners.com
Mr. Jason Henze, CSI 
Overhead Door Co. of Pittsburgh
412-337-1875 
jhenze@ohdpgh.com

Advisors - also Nominating & 
Long Range Planning Committees
Mr. Martin Thornton II, CCS, CSI -Chair
WTW Architects 
Phone: 412-315-3471
mthornton@wtwarch.com 
Mr. Richard Strayer, CSI
Maffei Strayer Furnishings 
Phone: 412-741-1850
rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com
Mr. Bill Vernon, AIA. CSI, CCS, LEED AP 
Renaissance 3 Architects 
412-431-2480
bjv@R3a.com

Committees
Publicity 
Mr. Brian Trimble, PE, LEED AP, CSI 
IMI 
703-300-0109 
btrimble@imiweb.org 
Awards 
Mr. Richard Strayer, CSI
Maffei Strayer Furnishings 
Phone: 412-741-1850
rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com
Membership  
Mr. Damian Carnegie, CSI 
AVT Inc. - Chair 
412-257-5077 
dcarnegie@avtinc.net

Ms. Susan Henshaw, CSI 
The Bekon Group  
724-822-1108 
susan@bekongroup.com
Technical/Education 
Mr. Bill Cauley, CSI 
Armstrong World Industries  
878-600-1893 
WTCauley@armstrongceilings.com 

Committees (cont.)
Electronic Communications/Editor 
Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
724-935-1500 
kate@vogeorge.com
Certification 
Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net
Golf Outing 
Mr. Dan Barra, CSI 
ASSA ABLOY Door Security Solutions 
724-249-9866 
dbarra@dsstristate.net 
Hospitality 

Programs 
Mr. Brian Trimble, PE, LEED AP, CSI 
IMI - Chair 
703-300-0109 
btrimble@imiweb.org 
Mr. Matthew Lander 
AVT, Inc.  
412-257-5077 
mlander@avtinc.net
GBA Liaison

Student Outreach

Product Show Chairman
Mr. James Geist 
Sherwin-Williams 
724-933-1900 
jim.l.geist@sherwin.com

Newsletter Editor
Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CSI, LEED AP 
IKM, Inc.
412-281-1337
bbailey@ikminc.com
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