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Specigram
Newsletter of the Pittsburgh Chapter,
  Construction Specifications Institute

Cefalo’s Restaurant     428 Washington Ave     Carnegie, PA     15106 

Networking:  5:30 PM
Dinner:    6:15 PM
Program:   7:00 PM

COSTS:          $35 per person (cash or check)
                       $37 person (credit card – PayPal)

RSVP:            To Marc Zell by end of day, Friday, March 6
                       mazelekovitz@nationalgypsum.com 
  or by calling at 412-951-8715.

March 10, 2020
Paint Failures in Commercial Buildings 

Causes and Solutions
 

The presentation describes the challenges associated with painting the many 
substrates that make up commercial buildings and the types of coatings that 
are used.  Examples of common paint failures and ways to prevent them are 
provided.  Come learn from the experts who have decades of experience on how 
to specify coatings.
 Our speakers will be:
  Ken Trimber, President
  Davy McFayden, VP of Commercial Services
  Lake Barrett, Corporate Business Development Manager

KTA-Tator Inc, is an engineering consultant firm founded in 1949 and headquartered here in
Pittsburgh, PA.  KTA has been performing building envelope inspections, specification development,
failure analysis, moisture mitigation strategies and coatings management programs for clients across
North America.  KTA’s expertise includes office building, retail shops, malls, medium and big-box
retail, apartments, commercial housing and universities support services. 

mailto:mazelekovitz@nationalgypsum.com


President’s Message

2

March 2020

by Martin (Marty) Thornton II, CCS, CSI

March is the time for nominations for the Chapter Board. We 

will be electing a new President, First Vice-President, Second 

Vice-President, Secretary and two Director positions in April. We 

have nominees for President, First Vice-President, and the two 

Director positions but are still looking for nominees for Secretary 

and Second Vice-President.  If you know someone who would 

like to step into a leadership role for the Chapter, please contact 

Rich Strayer (Nomination Committee Chair) or me.  Please ask the 
person before nominating them, though, that is how the old guard 
got me hooked into the CSI family!  It is very rewarding
being a chapter leader and a great learning experience. 

Thanks to all who attended the February meeting, our annual “Speed Dating” event. This year we 
sold out early for the product representatives’ slots. However, it was little light on architects and 
specifiers. As always, we made new contacts and learned a great many new things. Stacy Jordon of 
Armstrong once again did a fantastic job putting this event together. Thank you, Stacy!

Registration is still open for the Middle Atlantic Region Conference, April 2-5, in Harrisonburg, VA. 
The theme of this year’s conference is “Vision for the Future”. The conference will center on drones, 
autonomous construction vehicles, and virtual reality used in design. And central Virginia is a 
beautiful, historical area to visit and explore.

The Spring Golf Outing is set, and registration is open. Get your foursome registered! If you would 
like to sponsor a hole or donate prizes, please contact Dan Barra. Look for more information in our 
newsletter. We will be at Quicksilver Golf Course on Thursday, May 21st.

Remember to set your clocks ahead Sunday, March 8th. You don’t want to be late for our March 
meeting at Cefalo’s on Tuesday, March 10th. “Fail Army” will look at the causes of paint failures and 
how to prevent them on your projects.

Thank you,
Marty

And for the March Madness Fans out there:
“The main ingredient of stardom is the rest of the team.” -  John Wooden, basketball coach.
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January 14, 2020    Location: Cefalo’s Restaurant, Carnegie, PA 

PRESIDENT
Region is working on a mission statement
Region is looking into relocation of LEAD to make the location more central

TREASURER
Motion to approve the donation of $300 in proceeds from the holiday party to Guardian Angels Service Dogs was 
proposed by Nagie and seconded by Shuster; motion unanimously approved

PROGRAMS
Jan – Façade Inspections
Feb – Speed dating
TBD – Storm shelter design
TBD – WELL Building tour in Belle Vernon - Desmone
TBD – Building envelope design

PUBLICITY / ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS
Website – Still looking for past meeting minutes.
Postcards – Post cards need to be sent so they arrive a week before the registration deadline
Emails – Email blasts were sent for the January meeting.

MEMBERSHIP
Total Membership: 104

TECHNICAL EDUCATION
We are looking for a new chair for technical education. SSPC as transition.

PRODUCT SHOW/HOLIDAY GALA
Holiday Party – 2020 will be at Chadwick again. Contract to be signed and returned. Begin investigation of possible new 
locations for 2021

CERTIFICATION 
The first CDT class will be this Thursday. Seven people have signed up for the class.
With the change in the CDT from certificate to certification CDTs will now need to log CE hours.

AWARDS
All chapter officers and committee chairs need to submit updated biographies

GOLF OUTING
Spring Golf Outing will be Thursday, May 21 at Quicksilver.

BY-LAWS
Thornton continues review of bylaws and chapter guide

OLD BUSINESS   
MARC 2020 is in Harrisonburg, VA, April 2-5.
CONSTRUCT is September 30 to October 2
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February 11, 2020,   Location: Cefalo’s Restaurant, Carnegie, PA 

PRESIDENT
LEAD to make the location more central August 21-22 in York PA

PROGRAMS
TBD – School/Storm shelter design
TBD – WELL Building tour in Belle Vernon - Desmone
TBD – Building envelope design

PUBLICITY / ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS
Website – Past minutes received
Postcards – Post cards arrived before deadline
Emails – Email blasts were sent for the February meeting.

MEMBERSHIP
Total Membership: 97

TECHNICAL EDUCATION
We are looking for a new chair for technical education.

CERTIFICATION 
The third CDT class will be this Thursday. Seven people have signed up for the class. Six total classes.
Keep up with your CE units.

AWARDS
Region awards are submitted. Announcement of awards shortly.

GOLF OUTING
Golf Outing – Spring outing will be Thursday, May 21st at Quicksilver.

BY-LAWS
Thornton continues review of bylaws and chapter guide

OLD BUSINESS   
MARC 2020 is in Harrisonburg, VA, April 2-5.

NEW BUSINESS   
Elections in April
CONSTRUCT is September 30 to October 2 Grapevine TX; Hotel reservations opened today
Informal Survey
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March Anniversaries 

26th  Duncan Penney  Michael Baker International
25th  Scott Cruttenden  Cruttenden Construction Services 
21st  David Miller  Topakustik USA
14th  Marc Zell   National Gypsum Company 
14th  Richard Strayer  Maffei Strayer Furnishings Inc.
13th  Michael Federici  Perkins Eastman
6th  Ray See   Bridges & Company
5th  Brett Wygal   The Garland Company
4th  Jeff Carty   Modernfold of PA
4th  Mason Radkoff  Strada
1st  Tanya Botsko  Gunton Corporation
1st  Sharon Vietmeier  Pecora Corp.
1st  Pia Naiditch  Gunton Corp./Pella
  
New Members 

Tyler Swarr  Performance Roofing Associates
  
Current Membership:   96 

Spring Golf Outing
Thursday, May 21st 

Quicksilver Golf Course
More details soon.

Next Awards submittal is for the Institute Honors 
& Awards by the end of May, 2020 for the fiscal 
year 7/1/18 through 6/30/2019.   In July, 2020 
we will be Submitting the Outstanding Chapter 
Commendation for the fiscal year 7/1/19 to 
6/30/2020.

https://csi-jobs.careerwebsite.com/
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Who:  You.

When:  TUESDAY,  MARCH 24, 2020  with a 12:00 noon start.

Where:  Clark Bar and Grill - 503 Martindale St.; Pittsburgh, PA 15212;  412-231-5720.

What:  Topic - DIVISION 01.

Having resolved all potential issues in Division 00, the next logical step is Division 01.  This hub 
of the project manual, as identified by Figure 7.1 in CSI’s Construction Specifications Practice 
Guide, should be fully understood by all of those on the design team.  In Division 01 we will 
again consider: various issues that can present issues during construction; how contracts 
affect its preparation (single vs multi-prime); issues with using Owner provided Sections; 
delegated design related text; your experiences; and various other topics as time permits.
Even though parking lot signs say ‘leases only’, there is FREE parking around the entire 
building; it is best to park opposite the restaurant (on the river/south side of building).  You do 
NOT need to check-in at the front desk (north side of the building) prior to eating lunch at the 
restaurant.  As usual, we will try to reserve the ‘back room’ with various sports memorabilia.  
While luncheons are an hour long, most times we dismiss between 1:15 and 1:30; do not let 
having to leave at 1:00 or earlier deter you from attending … stay as long as you can/want.
Feel free to forward this notice to others in your office or friends from another firm inviting 
them to a Roundtable luncheon.  If possible, let me know by 4:00 PM MONDAY the 23rd if 
you plan to attend; I would like to have an approximate head count to give the restaurant.  No 
need to touch base if you are NOT able to attend; a non-binding reservation will be made for 
those to respond.  Please offer any topic of preference, even if you have no experience or lack 
information; it will be tossed on the Roundtable for discussion.

The goal for future meetings is to meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month, which means 
that the second and fourth Tuesdays should be set aside for the CSI Evening Chapter Meeting 
and the Specifiers Roundtable luncheon.  

Looking ahead through 2020, please take a few minutes to add the following tentative dates 
to your Outlook Scheduler so you do NOT plan an office box lunch on the same day as our 
Roundtable luncheons:
 April 28, May 26, June 23, July 28, August 25, September 22, October 27, November 24 (our 
20th anniversary), and December 22.

Dennis Buirge RA, CSI, CCS, CCCA

buirgede@cdmsmith.com

mailto:buirgede@cdmsmith.com
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Officers
President
Mr. Martin Thornton II, CCS, CSI
WTW Architects 
412-315-3471
MThorton@wtwarch.com

1st Vice President 
Ms. Kelley Brown, AIA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP  
RM Creative 
412-471-4445 
kbrown@radeletmccarthy.com

2nd Vice President 
Mr. Matthew Lander 
AVT, Inc.  
412-257-5077 
mlander@avtinc.net

Secretary 
Mr. Bruce Pollock, AIA, CSI, CCS, CCCA 
RSSC Architecture
724-933-9100 
bpp@rsscarch.com

Treasurer 
Ms. Gail Nagie, CSI, CDT
724-622-6301
twogreenfrg@yahoo.com

Directors
Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net

Mr. James Geist, CDT, CSI
Sherwin-Williams
724-933-1900
jim.l.geist@sherwin.com

Ms.Michaeleen Vargo, CSI, LEED AP
LEED AP BD+C 
LGA Partners 
412-224-6232 
mvargo@lga-partners.com

Mr. Jason Henze 
Overhead Door Co. of Pittsburgh
412-337-1875 
jhenze@ohdpgh.com

Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
724-935-1500 
kate@vogeorge.com 

Mr. Dan Barra, CSI
ASSA ABLOY Door Security Solutions
724-249-9866
dbarra@dsstristate.net 

Mr. Brad A. Bartley CSI, CDT
AGC Glass Company North America
412-804-1509 
brad.bartley@us.agc.com

Advisors - also Nominating & 
Long Range Planning Committees

Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CDT, CSI,  
LEED AP
IKM Architecture
Phone: 412-281-1337
bbailey@ikminc.com

Mr. Bill Vernon, CSI,  
Renaissance 3 Architects 
412-431-2480
bjv@R3a.com
Mr. Richard Strayer, CSI
Maffei Strayer Furnishings 
Phone: 412-741-1850
rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com
Ms. RonnaLeah Prindible
Dodge Data & Analytics
347-620-7930 ext. 9051
Ronnaleah.prindible@construction.com

Committees

Publicity 
Mr. Brian Trimble, PE, LEED AP, CSI
IMI
703-300-0109
btrimble@imiweb.org 
Awards 
Mr. Richard Strayer, CSI
Maffei Strayer Furnishings 
Phone: 412-741-1850
rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com
Membership  
Mr. Damian Carnegie 
AVT Inc.  
412-257-5077 
dcarnegie@avtinc.net

Ms. Susan Henshaw, CSI

The Bekon Group 

724-822-1108

susan@bekongroup.com

Technical/Education 
Mr. Phil Dorenkott, CSI, LEED AP BD+C

ATAS International, Inc.

412-667-0546

pdorenkott@atas.com

Committees (cont.)
Electronic Communications/Editor 
Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
724-935-1500 
kate@vogeorge.com
Certification 
Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net
Golf Outing 
Mr. Dan Barra, CSI
ASSA ABLOY Door Security Solutions
724-249-9866
dbarra@dsstristate.net 
Hospitality 
Mr. Marc A. Zell, CSI 
National Gypsum Company 
800-646-2458 x6440 
MAZell@nationalgypsum.com

Programs 
Mr. Brian Trimble, PE, LEED AP, CSI
IMI - Chair
703-300-0109
btrimble@imiweb.org 
Mr. Matthew Lander
AVT, Inc. 
412-257-5077
mlander@avtinc.net
GBA Liaison
Mr. Jeff Carty, CSI, CDT
Modernfold
814-418-4596
jcarty@modernfoldofpa.com
Student Outreach
Ms. Colleen Defilippo
Bonitz Flooring Group
412-719-9761
ColleenDefilippo@Bonitz.com

Product Show Chairman
Mr. James Geist 
Sherwin-Williams 
724-933-1900 
jim.l.geist@sherwin.com

Newsletter Editor
Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CDT, CSI, 
LEED AP 
IKM Architecture
412-281-1337
bbailey@ikminc.com
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