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Specigram
Newsletter of the Pittsburgh Chapter,
  Construction Specifications Institute

14th Annual
Holiday Gala

December 10
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

The Chadwick
1 Wexford Square Wexford, PA

Admission 
free to design 
professionals

$10 all others

Hors d’oeuvre 
and dessert 

tables

RSVP by Dec 6 to
mazelekovitz@nationalgypsum.

Product 
displays

See next page for 
participating vendors



PARTICIPATING VENDORS

National Gypsum Co.       Nacho Bar

Modernfold of PA        Mashed Potato Martinis

Easley & Rivers        Dipping Bar

Caldwell’s Windoware       Hot Pretzels

Eastern Architectural Products /A.L. Harding & Co. LLC Spicy Meatballs

VaproShield / A.L. Harding & Co. LLC    Boneless BBQ Wings

Roofing & Exterior Products Services of OH   Mini Mac & Cheese

Architectural Resources       Mini Pierogie station

Pecora          Mini Cupcake station

AVT Inc.         Assorted Bacon Station

The Garland Company       Hummus Station

Keith Bush Associates       Crème Brulee Shooters

Vitro Architectural Glass (formerly PPG)    Zucchini Fries

MAK Construction Products Group     Tater Tot Station

MAK Construction Products Group / DensElement  Brownie Bar

BWA South Co. Inc.       Savory Meatball Station

Davinci Roofscapes       Pulled Pork Sliders

MiTek         Guacomole Dip Station

PPG          Mini Hot Dog Station

Won-Door Corporation       Mini Hot Wings

Franklin Interiors / Steelcase      Chocolate Dip Station

Damtite-PRO Waterproofing      Antipasto Station

Stonhard         Mini Vegetable Egg Rolls

Dormakaba USA Inc.       Oriental Pot Stickers

Assa Abloy         Naan Bites

Duro-Last Roofing       Flat Breads

14th Annual Holiday Gala
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by Martin (Marty) Thornton II, CCS, CSI

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!  Our Chapter’s 
Holiday Gala and Products Show is December 10 at the 
Chadwick in Wexford.  I look forward to another great 
event networking with colleagues and friends.  The Gala 
is a time to meet product representatives and review new 
products.  Design professionals are invited free of charge, 
so please spread the word about this fun, informative 
event!

Our November 12th Chapter meeting at Cefalo’s with Jeff Burd of Tall Timber Group 
was well attended and enlightening.  There is optimism for the construction economy 
in Pittsburgh for next year and on.  The Chapter is very grateful and much appreciative 
to Jeff for his presentation.
The CSI Middle Atlantic Region leadership needs your input on how to meet the needs 
of the Chapters and members within the region.  The Region has set up a survey on 
SurveyMonkey and is open to all Pittsburgh Chapter members.  Please take the time 
to fill out this survey. It only takes 5 minutes.  Here is the link to the site:  https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/WQRMNVN 
Look for future announcements on our January meeting.  The February Chapter 
meeting will be at Cefalo’s in Carnegie and will be our annual Speed Dating event.  If 
you are interested in participating, a registration form will be posted to our Chapter 
website.   Please be safe this holiday season, and I’m looking forward to seeing 
everyone at our Holiday Gala.

Thanks,
Marty

“What if you gave someone a gift, and they neglected to thank you for it -- would you be likely to 
give them another? Life is the same way. In order to attract more of the blessings that life has to 
offer, you must truly appreciate what you already have.” - Ralph Marston, American writer.
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Construction Documents Technologist (CDT) 
2020 Study Sessions 

Register no later than Thursday, January 9, 2020  
by email or phone call to Michael C. Bosco (see info below). 
Cost: CSI Members $100.00 Non-CSI Members $120.00 
Checks made payable to: CSI PITTSBURGH CHAPTER. 
NOTE:  Pizza will be  provided during class. Beverage dispensers are located in the Confluence Center. 

Session No. PPT 
Sessions 

Date 
(Thursdays) 

Time (2-1/2 hours) 

1 1 &2 January 16 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm 
2 3 & 4 January 30 “ 
3 5 & 6 February 13 “ 
4 7 & 8 February 27 “ 
5 9 & 10 March 12 “ 
6 11 March 26 “ 

Location: . 9 Foster Plaza, Pittsburgh, PA  15220 Suite 200 Second Floor  
(Building thru Main Entrance (Second Floor) (Parking is free). 

Exam Date Window: April 15, 2020 - May 24, 2020    Exams are administered by Prometric, see 
www.prometric.com for a location near you.  Registration for the test is separate from registering for the 
study sessions.  Register for the test, and pay the separate exam fee, online -  
https://www.csiresources.org/certification/cdt 

Instructor:  Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS,NCARB 
DLA Architecture + Interior Design, 9 Foster Plaza, Suite 200 Pittsburgh, PA 15220 
E-Mail:mcbosco@dlaplus.com Phone: 412-921-4300, x216 Mobile: 412-855-5876 

TEXT: CSI’s Project Delivery Practice Guide, CSI MasterFormat 2004/2010. 

 Purchase a copy of the CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide from the CSI website 
and bring it with you to the first class. 

Additional Supplies Required: pens and paper to take notes.  Attendees are permitted to use tape recorders 
and personal compters to help with the comprehension of session lectures. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
This course will present the value and importance of how construction documents define the rights of, 
responsibilities of and relationships among all the parties that are necessary for the successful completion 
of any project. The architect/engineer (A/E), the contractor(s) and all the other project participants must 
work within guidelines for a successful project conception through design and construction to facility 
management. Investigation into various documents, agreements and conditions of contracts will be 
addressed. The importance of standardized document format will be emphasized The Construction 
Documents Technology (CDT) Program provides a comprehensive overview for anyone who writes, 
interprets, enforces, or manages construction documents. Project architects, contractors, contract 
administrators, material suppliers, and manufacturers’ representatives are all realizing the advantages of 
being Construction Documents Technologists. By being able to understand and interpret written 
construction documents, CDTs perform their jobs more effectively. By understanding the roles and 
relationships of all participants, CDTs improve communication among all members of the construction 
team.  



Highlights from the Board

November 12, 2019   Cefalo’s Restaurant, Carnegie

PRESIDENT
- Convention Wrap-up: President Thornton presented reimbursement breakdowns for members that 
attended the Convention (Thornton, Buirge and Keener). Next year’s convention is in Grapevine, TX, 
September 30 thru October 2, 2020.
- Emerging Professional: We need to start targeting and mentoring emerging professionals including new 
product representatives. Maybe create an ad-hoc committee.
- Region News: Look for an email from the region for education webinars and Region Mission Statement.

PROGRAMS
January: Learning from Building Enclosure Failures.
February: Speed Dating.

HOSPITALITY   
Zell will get with Trimble to book Cefalo’s for January and February.

PUBLICITY / ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS
Website – Still looking for past meeting minutes.
Postcards – Postcards were sent for the November meeting.
Emails – Email blasts were sent for the November meeting.

PRODUCT SHOW/HOLIDAY GALA
Holiday Party – Currently we have 20 tables registered; we need to get to 21; ideal is 25.
 
CERTIFICATION 
CDT Classes will begin in January. Information is on the Pittsburgh Chapter’s website. Classes will take place 
at DLA’s (Bosco) offices.

AWARDS
Outstanding Chapter Commendation Award: We did not receive the OCC due to not having our By-laws 
reviewed by the Chapter Board. See comments below.
Region Awards: Are due December 31st.
 
SGBA LIASON
Potential joint meeting with GBA. Possibility of sharing contact list.  Carty will stay in contact with Elisabeth 
Vdyawar, GBA Relationship Development Director. Also consider contacting Sean Sheffler of LGA who leads 
the AIA YAF (Young Architects Forum).

STUDENT OUTREACH
Confirmed we had 50 students attend the Student outreach program at CMU in October.

BY-LAWS
Institute wants the Chapter By-Laws to be reviewed every year with the Chapter Board and have this recorded 
in the board meeting minutes. 

OLD BUSINESS   
MARC is in Harrisonburg, VA, April 2-5.

NEW BUSINESS   
LEAD is not yet scheduled; likely end of August.
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 November Anniversaries
 
41st James Gerard  Gerard Associates Architects, LLC
33rd Brian Trimble  International Masonry Institute
28th Philip Dorenkott  ATAS International, Inc.
20th Bruce Pollock  RSSC Architecture
16th Steve Nearhoof  Stantec
13th Dawn DiMedio  Gerard Associates Architects, LLC
13th Miki Vargo   LGA Partners
8th Thomas Christiansen ASSA ABLOY
3rd Alyssa Sineway  Ardex
1st Tabatha Harding  A.L. Harding & Co.
   
 December Anniversaries
 
37th Jeffery Anderson  Mistick Construction 
17th  Michael Konkle  Mak Sales Inc. 
9th Matthew Lander  AVT, Inc.
9th Kevin Shinton  Easley & Rivers, Inc. 
9th  Richard Onslager  Robbins Sports Surfaces
4th  Chuck Biasucci  CertainTeed Ceilings 
1st Ryan Dietz   REPS of Ohio
1st Bobby Chestnut 
1st Jacob Bowser  Standard Bent Glass Corp
  
 New Members
 
 Katelyn Rossier  Studio 109 Designs 
 Daniel  Sutton  Vitro Architectural Glass
 Kenneth Codeluppi Damtite Waterproofing/WFI
  
 Current Membership: 104 
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Who:  
You (Design professionals, product reps, and other building industry professionals 
who are CSI members).

When:  
TUESDAY,  JANUARY 28, 2020   -  12:00 noon start.

Where:  
Clark Bar and Grill - 503 Martindale St.; Pittsburgh, PA 15212;  412-231-5720.

What:  
Topic - Division 00  (tentative)
 
Parking: 
Even though lot signs say ‘leases only’, there is FREE parking around the entire 
building; it is best to park opposite the restaurant (on the river/south side of 
building).  You do NOT need to check-in at the front desk (north side of the 
building) prior to eating lunch at the restaurant.  As usual, we will try to reserve 
the ‘back room’ with various sports memorabilia.

Feel free to invite others in your office or friends from another firm.  

If possible, let Dennis Buirge know by 10:00 the day of the meeting if you plan to 
attend; he would like to have an approximate head count to give the restaurant.  
No need to touch base if you are NOT able to attend.  

Lastly, please offer any topic of preference, even if you have no experience or lack 
information; it will be tossed on the Roundtable for discussion.

buirgede@cdmsmith.com
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Officers
President
Mr. Martin Thornton II, CCS, CSI
WTW Architects 
Phone: 412-315-3471
MThorton@wtwarch.com

1st Vice President 
Ms. Kelley Brown, AIA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP  
RM Creative 
412-471-4445 
kbrown@radeletmccarthy.com

2nd Vice President 
Mr. Matthew Lander 
AVT, Inc.  
412-257-5077 
mlander@avtinc.net

Secretary 
Mr. Bruce Pollock, AIA, CSI, CCS, CCCA 
RSSC Architecture
724-933-9100 
bpp@rsscarch.com

Treasurer 
Ms. Gail Nagie, CSI, CDT
Phone: 724-622-6301
twogreenfrg@yahoo.com

Directors
Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net

Mr. James Geist, CDT, CSI
Sherwin-Williams
724-933-1900
jim.l.geist@sherwin.com

Mr.Brett Wygal 
The Garland Company 
724-841-8623 
bwygal@garlandind.com

Mr. Jason Henze 
Overhead Door Co. of Pittsburgh
412-337-1875 
jhenze@ohdpgh.com

Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
724-935-1500 
kate@vogeorge.com 

Mr. Dan Barra, CSI
ASSA ABLOY Door Security Solutions
724-249-9866
dbarra@dsstristate.net 

Mr. Brad A. Bartley CSI, CDT
AGC Glass Company North America
412-804-1509 
brad.bartley@us.agc.com

Advisors - also Nominating & 
Long Range Planning Committees

Ms. Michaeleen Vargo, CSI,  
LEED AP BD+C
LGA Partners
Phone: 412-224-6232
MVargo@lga-partners.com
Mr. Bill Vernon, CSI,  
Renaissance 3 Architects 
412-431-2480
bjv@R3a.com
Mr. Richard Strayer, CSI
Maffei Strayer Furnishings 
Phone: 412-741-1850
rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com
Ms. RonnaLeah Prindible
Dodge Data & Analytics
347-620-7930 ext. 9051
Ronnaleah.prindible@construction.com

Committees

Publicity 
Mr. Brian Trimble, PE, LEED AP, CSI
IMI
703-300-0109
btrimble@imiweb.org 
Awards 
Mr. Richard Strayer, CSI
Maffei Strayer Furnishings 
Phone: 412-741-1850
rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com
Membership  
Mr. Damian Carnegie 
AVT Inc.  
412-257-5077 
dcarnegie@avtinc.net

Ms. Susan Henshaw, CSI

The Bekon Group 

724-822-1108

susan@bekongroup.com

Technical/Education 
Mr. Phil Dorenkott, CSI, LEED AP BD+C

ATAS International, Inc.

412-667-0546

pdorenkott@atas.com

Committees (cont.)
Electronic Communications/Editor 
Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
724-935-1500 
kate@vogeorge.com
Certification 
Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net
Golf Outing 
Mr. Dan Barra, CSI
ASSA ABLOY Door Security Solutions
724-249-9866
dbarra@dsstristate.net 
Hospitality 
Mr. Marc A. Zell, CSI 
National Gypsum Company 
800-646-2458 x6440 
MAZell@nationalgypsum.com

Programs 
Mr. Brian Trimble, PE, LEED AP, CSI
IMI - Chair
703-300-0109
btrimble@imiweb.org 
Mr. Matthew Lander
AVT, Inc. 
412-257-5077
mlander@avtinc.net
GBA Liaison
Mr. Jeff Carty, CSI, CDT
Modernfold
814-418-4596
jcarty@modernfoldofpa.com
Student Outreach
Ms. Colleen Defilippo
Bonitz Flooring Group
412-719-9761
ColleenDefilippo@Bonitz.com

Product Show Chairman
Mr. James Geist 
Sherwin-Williams 
724-933-1900 
jim.l.geist@sherwin.com

Newsletter Editor
Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CSI, LEED AP 
IKM, Inc.
412-281-1337
bbailey@ikminc.com
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