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November 10th Meeting

“Managing Construction Risk 
Amidst the Coronavirus 
– A Legal Perspective”

Lisa Wampler is Managing Partner of 
Cohen Seglias’ Pittsburgh office. 
She represents owners, general 
contractors, construction managers, and 
the different trades in complex matters 
involving all phases of the construction 
process.

Cohen Seglias attorney Lisa Wampler will discuss and explain the 
relevant contractual provisions that can both expose and protect 
your company in light of the impact of the coronavirus pandemic, 
as well as give some tips and tricks on how to best position 
yourself to ensure payment during these unprecedented times.

REGISTRATION: https://forms.gle/qP5WKX61MytVTEwa9   
An email will be sent to each registrant the day of the event to join the virtual meeting. 
Questions: E-mail Brian Trimble at btrimble@imiweb.org or call 703-300-0109. 
This program meets the AIA/CES requirements for continuing education 
and qualifies for 1.0 HSW Learning Units.  
 

	

https://forms.gle/qP5WKX61MytVTEwa9
mailto:btrimble%40imiweb.org%20?subject=


President’s Message
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November 2020

Kelly W. Brown, AIA, CCS

Perspective is everything.  It’s best to look for the silver 
linings.  
We learned a lot from our “Building PC (Post COVID) 
panelists last month.  Many thanks to Eric Booth of 
Desmone, Drew Kerr of Turner Construction and Jennifer 
Pavlik of DLA Plus for sharing what they’ve learned over 
the past eight months.  Sure, there are tough times:  the 
design market is slow, supply chain is a challenge, and 
downtown businesses are in trouble.  However, the over-
riding theme from our panelists is that the future is bright.  
Design contracts are starting to move forward again and 
our industry is still relevant. 

This month, at our November 10th program, Lisa Wampler of Cohen Seglias will discuss 
construction litigation during COVID.  When it comes to litigation, you can never be too 
prepared.  However, there is no need to feel fearful.  Please join in to hear what Lisa has to 
share with us and bring your questions. 

Next month we continue the theme, but with a different risk.  We’ll take a break from COVID 
and focus on preparation for natural disasters.   Christine Mondor of EvolveEA and Daniel 
Dain of Huckabee will be our speakers on December 8th.  They will present ways to address 
design for flooding and high winds along with other resiliency strategies.

I know we’ve focused a lot lately on big changes, and new landmines, which is really 
hard.  Hang in there, it really is all going to be okay.  Look for the silver linings.  Appreciate 
the people you have in your lives (work, family, neighbors, the mailman).  It is, after all, 
November and it’s time to give thanks.

Have a Happy Thanksgiving everyone,
Kelly
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Register for CSI’s Annual (Virtual) Events 
on November 5

 Chapter and Region Leadership Forum sponsored by TREMCO*: 1:00-
1:50 p.m., EST

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tDM_TKgVRi2DQOeHweVf0w

Annual Business Meeting & Member Forum sponsored by BSD Spe-
cLink*: 2:00-3:00 p.m., EST

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__jPxaJqjSZatQAHudFH5dw

*These exclusive CSI members-only events allow you the chance to hear about the 
dynamic future of your CSI. Click here to become a member today to access these 
and future CSI events. 

 

Honors & Awards sponsored by ATAS International, Inc. and Maxxon: 
3:00-4:30 p.m., EST

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PwEWnzMCT9Sut5P5PSio8A
https://www.csiresources.org/institute/honorsandawards/awards

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tDM_TKgVRi2DQOeHweVf0w
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__jPxaJqjSZatQAHudFH5dw 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PwEWnzMCT9Sut5P5PSio8A 
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  “2020 The Year of Disasters; 
2021 The Year of Resilience”  

Presented by: 
Christine Mondor,  EvolveEA

Daniel Dain,  Huckabee  

The presentation will address ways to design for flooding 
and high winds along with other resiliency strategies.

Christine Mondor, FAIA, LEED AP, is strategic Principal of evolveEA in Pittsburgh. She has 
taught architecture, landscape design and sustainability concepts at CMY, Slippery Rock, and 
Chatham. She is a 2019 AIA Fellow.

Daniel Dain, AIA, LEED AP BDC, is a Principal at Huckabee and a subject matter expert in storm 
shelters. He serves on the National Storm Shelter Association’s Design Practices Committee and 
is working with the ICC 500 committee on the 2020 edition.  

Registration information will be forthcoming.
An email will be sent to each registrant the day of the event to join the virtual meeting. 
Questions: E-mail Brian Trimble at btrimble@imiweb.org or call 703-300-0109. 
This program meets the AIA/CES requirements for continuing education 
and qualifies for 1.0 HSW Learning Units.  
 

	
  
 

mailto:btrimble%40imiweb.org%20?subject=


November 2020
Highlights from the Board
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Tuesday, October 16, 2020 by  teleconference

PRESIDENT 
1.	 Due to other commitments, K.Schuster has tendered her resignation as a board 		
	 member.
	 Bob Bailey was nominated to fill the remainder of the vacated term.
	 The Board approved by unanimous vote.
	 President Brown thanks Bob Bailey for his willingness to fill this vacated position.

2.	 There were approximately 70 people who attended up for the program on Building PC 	
	 (Post-COVID).

3.	 Several Chapter Board Members attended the Construct virtual sessions.
	 Recordings of the presentations are available at the Construct website 
	 (https://explore.constructshow.com/Attendee/conference/sessions).

PROGRAMS
1.	 Building PC (Post-Covid).
	 70 people attended the Building PC presentation out of approximately 100 sign-ups.
	 The program included a presentation and Q&A session.
	 The design market is slow.
	 The labor market slowed during the early stage of the pandemic, but is rebounding 	
	 now. Approximately 80% of skilled tradespersons are working now.

2.	 Virtual Tour: The virtual tour scheduled for November has been postponed. Date TBD.
	 There may be a possibility that the Pennsylvania public service cable network, PCN, 	
	 may provide recording for virtual plant tours.
	 PCN will be contacted to investigate costs and logistics of a virtual plant tour program.

3.	 November Program: Lisa Wampler of Cohen Seglias will make a presentation on 
	 “2020 - Year of Disaster, 2021 - Year of ???”.

4.	 January Program: Trying to set up a virtual plant tour of Consolidated Glass Corp., 
	 New Castle.

5.	 February Program: Speed Dating via Zoom.

PRODUCT SHOW: Postponed until 2021.
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CERTIFICATION 
•	 There are no certification review courses in session now.
	 It was pointed out that the self-reported continuing education function maintained by 	
	 CSI is a good resource for keeping track of CEU data.

	 To reach the self-reporting function, do the following:
	 	 Login at https://www.csiresources.org/home.
	 	 Navigate to: https://www.csiresources.org/certification/mycertifications.
	 	 Click “MANAGE CONTINUING EDUCATION”
		  Enter information for each Continuing Education Course.
	 	 Recommend attaching pdf of Certificate of Completion for each course.

AWARDS
•	 Committee Awards:
	 No new awards this month.
	 Bob Bailey will be recognized by CSI on November 7 for his Institute award.

GBA LIAISON:  Need chairperson.

STUDENT OUTREACH:  Need chairperson.

BYLAWS
•	 A copy of the current Chapter Bylaws and Policies was emailed to each Board 			 
	 Member.
•	 Marty Thornton recommends that no changes to either document are required at 	 	
	 this time.
•	 A Chapter Guide for Bylaws and Policies is being prepared for distribution to 
	 Chapter members.
	 	 It could be easier to reach quorum with fewer Board mambers.
		  On the other hand, a smaller Board means fewer helping hands.
	 	 Change of Board makeup requires a bylaw change.

NEW BUSINESS   
•	 CSI Annual Member Chapter and Region Meeting: Format for 2020 will be held on 	 	
	 November 5 in virtual format.
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Practice Guides / MasterFormat
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https://www.csiresources.org/learning/practice-guides/pdpg

https://www.csiresources.org/standards/masterformat
https://www.csiresources.org/learning/practice-guides/pdpg
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Newsletter Sponsors
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Chapter Leadership
Officers

President
Ms. Kelly Brown, AIA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP  
RMCreative 
412-471-4445 
kbrown@rmcreative.com

1st Vice President 
Mr. Matthew Lander, CSI 
AVT, Inc.  
412-257-5077 
mlander@avtinc.net

2nd Vice President 
Mr. Brian E. Trimble, PE, LEED AP, CSI 
IMI - Chair 
703-300-0109 
btrimble@imiweb.org 

Secretary 

Mr. Stephen J. Preis, PE, CSI, CCS, CDT, 
ASHRAE, SCIP 
Deltek
412-737-7447 
sjpreis.pe@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Ms. Gail Nagie, CSI, CDT
Phone: 724-622-6301
twogreenfrg@yahoo.com

Directors

Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net
Mr. James L. Geist, CDT, CSI 
Sherwin-Williams 
724-933-1900 
jim.l.geist@sherwin.com

Mr. Brad A. Bartley CSI, CDT
AGC Glass Company North America
412-804-1509 
brad.bartley@us.agc.com

Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CSI, LEED AP 
IKM, Inc.
412-281-1337
bbailey@ikminc.com

Mr. Dan Barra, CSI 
ASSA ABLOY Door Security Solutions 
724-249-9866 
dbarra@dsstristate.net 

Directors (cont.)

Ms. Michaeleen Vargo, CSI, LEED AP 
LEED AP BD+C
LGA Partners
Phone: 412-224-6232
MVargo@lga-partners.com
Mr. Jason Henze, CSI 
Overhead Door Co. of Pittsburgh
412-337-1875 
jhenze@ohdpgh.com

Advisors - also Nominating & 
Long Range Planning Committees

Mr. Martin Thornton II, CCS, CSI -Chair
WTW Architects 
Phone: 412-315-3471
mthornton@wtwarch.com 
Mr. Richard Strayer, CSI
Maffei Strayer Furnishings 
Phone: 412-741-1850
rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com
Mr. Bill Vernon, AIA. CSI, CCS, LEED AP 
Renaissance 3 Architects 
412-431-2480
bjv@R3a.com

Committees
Publicity 
Mr. Brian Trimble, PE, LEED AP, CSI 
IMI 
703-300-0109 
btrimble@imiweb.org 
Awards 
Mr. Richard Strayer, CSI
Maffei Strayer Furnishings 
Phone: 412-741-1850
rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com
Membership  
Mr. Damian Carnegie, CSI 
AVT Inc. - Chair 
412-257-5077 
dcarnegie@avtinc.net

Ms. Susan Henshaw, CSI 
The Bekon Group  
724-822-1108 
susan@bekongroup.com
Technical/Education 
Mr. Bill Cauley, CSI 
Armstrong World Industries  
878-600-1893 
WTCauley@armstrongceilings.com 

Committees (cont.)

Electronic Communications/Editor 
Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
724-935-1500 
kate@vogeorge.com
Certification 
Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net
Golf Outing 
Mr. Dan Barra, CSI 
ASSA ABLOY Door Security Solutions 
724-249-9866 
dbarra@dsstristate.net 
Hospitality 
Mr. Marc A. Zell, CSI 
National Gypsum Company 
800-646-2458 x6440 
MAZell@nationalgypsum.com
Programs 
Mr. Brian Trimble, PE, LEED AP, CSI 
IMI - Chair 
703-300-0109 
btrimble@imiweb.org 
Mr. Matthew Lander 
AVT, Inc.  
412-257-5077 
mlander@avtinc.net
GBA Liaison

Student Outreach

Product Show Chairman
Mr. James Geist 
Sherwin-Williams 
724-933-1900 
jim.l.geist@sherwin.com

Newsletter Editor
Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CSI, LEED AP 
IKM, Inc.
412-281-1337
bbailey@ikminc.com
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