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MISSION STATEMENT

1. To support and promote the mis-
sion and core values of the Institute.

2. To help its members perform their 
jobs better by providing education 

and promoting certification pro-
grams.

3. To provide an opportunity for net-
working to facilitate project team 

building.

Pittsburgh Chapter
Construction Specifications Institute

P.O. Box 367
Wexford, PA 15090

September 16 Meeting

The Pittsburgh 2030 district is a community of high-performance 
buildings in Downtown Pittsburgh that aims to dramatically reduce 
energy and water consumption, reduce emissions from transportation, 
and improve indoor air quality while increasing competitiveness, 
reducing resource use, and increasing owners’ returns on investment.

Presented by Sean Luther, Pittsburgh 2030 District Director at 
Green Building Alliance 

Joint meeting with the Pittsburgh Chapter of ASHRAE.

Location:  Cefalo’s, Carnegie, PA
5:00 Social, 5:30 Board Mtg, 6:00 Dinner, 7:00 Presentation
Cost $35
Reservations:  MAZell@NationalGypsum.com  (412) 951-8715
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I am excited about our upcoming year; we have some 
great programs on tap.  Our first meeting in September 
is a joint meeting with ASHRAE led by Sean Luther, the 
district manager of the Pittsburgh 2030 District.  Sean is 
responsible for convening the District Partners, collabo-
rating with GBA and District stakeholders, and tracking 
progress towards the District’s aggressive goals.  Come 
learn how we can help reduce our city’s energy use and 
emissions as well as conserve water.  Next month we 
will have a program on “Business Development for Pro-
fessionals in the Construction Industry”.  Stay tuned for 
our November program we hope to tour a local building 
under construction. 

As I stated in my first address, we are going to focus this year on increasing opportunities for 
you, our members, to get involved.  One of CSI’s key missions is education and our techni-
cal committee has been doing a great job of pulling together interesting technical seminars.  
They could use a few more people to help generate ideas for future seminars.  They could also 
help with the seminar implementation (getting food, refreshments etc).  Another task we 
could use help with our Hospitality committee could use someone to pass the 50/50 hat at our 
monthly meeting.  And the Christmas party committee can also use some help

We received a heads up email from the Institute that dues are going to increase for profes-
sionals $10 and $3 for students.  Over the last 5 years CSI has strived to increase the value of 
a membership, by providing more education for a broader audience through Webinars.  CSI 
is also striving to improve its online resources and professional practice tools for more infor-
mation please see http://csinet.org/Main-Menu-Category/Communities-2109-14280/CSI-Biz/
FY15-Dues-Increase

I am looking forward to expanding and growing our outstanding Chapter.  Please join me and 
our hard-working board to make our Chapter the best in the Region.

http://csinet.org/Main-Menu-Category/Communities-2109-14280/CSI-Biz/FY15-Dues-Increase

http://csinet.org/Main-Menu-Category/Communities-2109-14280/CSI-Biz/FY15-Dues-Increase
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HHiigghhlliigghhttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  
September 2014 

 

August 8 Meeting – Vernon Residence, Shaler, PA 

TREASURER:   2014-2015 budget approved. Nagie asks for input on ways to 
carry over budget into summer to cover transition period to next fiscal year. 

HOSPITALITY:   Suggested that hospitality be more of a group discussion; 
Holiday party considerations discussed, band vs. no band and possibly a high 
school student(s), top shelf liquor vs. house, possibly offer one free admission for 
every AIA board presentation to draw more professionals, alternative location 
will be looked at.  YAF sponsorship possibilities.  

PROGRAMS:   September: ASHRAE presentation; October: SMPS joint meeting.  
Looking to set up Happy Hour events throughout the year to make more people 
aware of CSI and what it is about, talk to YAF, AIA, GBA, others. 

TECHNICAL/EDUCATION:   FedEx has reached out to provide CDT certification 
for their employees.  

LONG RANGE PLANNING:  Reach out to long range/strategic planning 
facilitator to revisit strategic plan and goals.  

Visit our website www.CSIPittsburgh.org 

Check out our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/CSI-

Pittsburgh/180876287787 

NNNeeeeeeddd   tttooo   gggeeettt   yyyooouuurrr   nnnaaammmeee   ooouuuttt   ttthhheeerrreee???   

Get included in our Newsletter! 

Only $50/year! 

Host a table top display at our next meeting! 

Be seen on the CSI website! 

Click here for details. 

 

 

http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/CSI-Pittsburgh/180876287787
https://www.facebook.com/pages/CSI-Pittsburgh/180876287787
http://www.csipittsburgh.org/docs/CSI_Pittsburgh_Ad_Form.pdf
http://www.ardexamericas.com/en-us/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.thebluebook.com/
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Kristian Read
Company and position:  I am Vice President of Tom Brown Perfor-
mance Floors.
Tell us about your job:  For the most part, I estimate and do all 
the sales for our athletic flooring company.  But if anything else is 
required to get a job done, I’ll do that too.  It goes with the territory 
of a family owned company.
What part of your job do you most enjoy?  I most enjoy getting 
out and meeting people.  Helping someone find the most appropri-
ate solution for their needs is a rewarding experience.
If you weren’t in your current job, what would you be doing?  If I 
weren’t in my job I would be doing what I did before.  Anchoring TV 
sportscasts.
If you could change one thing about your profession, it would 
be:  If could change one thing about my profession, I would make 
people trust each other more.  There is so much time spent try-
ing to protect one’s own interests, that it becomes antithetical to 
progress. I suppose the days of handshakes and verbal agreements 
are a thing of the past, but I think we’ve gone a little too far in the 
opposite direction.

What year did you join CSI?  I joined CSI in 2013
Why did you join CSI?  I joined CSI because I wanted to get more involved in my profession, and Marty
Thornton was nice enough to invite me to a meeting.
What people influenced you most?  People who influenced me the most would be my parents.  Thanks, 
Mom & Dad.
What do you see as the value of CSI membership?  I think the main value of CSI is the ability to see how oth-
ers view our industry.  Whether it’s another contractor or a specifier, I like to understand everyone’s part in the 
process.  It helps to keep your own assumptions in check by looking at things from all perspectives.
Tell us about your family.  My wife, Whitney, and I have a 9 month old daughter, Kaylin.  She doesn’t like to 
nap very much, but she’s more fun when she’s awake anyway, so we don’t mind.  Tom Brown and his wife, 
Martha, are my in laws, and we all have roles working in the company.  I’m hoping to get Kaylin working here 
by the time she’s 5.  just kidding…
What’s your favorite city?  My favorite city is Boston, MA.
What’s your passion?  My passion is grilling delicious meats on the grill.  My favorite is a steak tip with sau-
téed onions.
What’s a true sign of success?  A true sign of success is finding something that makes you happy, and doing it 
every day.
Best advice anyone ever gave you:  The best advice anyone every gave me was.  “It doesn’t matter how hard 
you work to exceed expectations.  If you don’t make the deadline, people will only see an incomplete product.  
Focus on doing things right and on time first”
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September Anniversaries 
56th Raymond Brooks Member Emeritus, Charter Member of the Chapter 
38th George Merges Jr. George Merges Jr./Architect 
37th Charles Brown Brenenborg Brown Group 
26th Kristin Kennedy Florida Consulting LLC 
17th John Cleary MacLachlan, Cornelius & Filoni, Inc. 
9th Christina Szejk Perkins Eastman Architects 
6th Mark Womer Assa Abloy 
2nd Joe Corson The Blue Book Building & Construction Network 

New Members: 
Jeffrey Peskowitz SYNTHEON Inc. 
Philip Long Sealo Solar 
Chloe Meadows ClarkDietrich Building Systems 
Tony Emanuele Construction Specialties 

Our Apologies 

Last month in “Highlights from the Board” we used the term “cart girls” in connection with the possible provision 
of a beverage cart at future Chapter golf outings.  We offer our sincere apologies to anyone who was offended by 
this unfortunate choice of terminology.  By way of explanation, we point to the event back in 1998 in which the 
late Ken Nagie, a long-time member of the Chapter and the first member of the Chapter to be elevated to Fellow of 
the Institute, appeared in drag to drive the beverage cart.  This has been a joke within the Chapter for many years 
and the intent was all in fun and not meant to offend anyone associated with our organization.  

 

http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
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UUppccoommiinngg    PPrrooggrraammss  

 
OOccttoobbeerr  1144,,  22001144  

Business Development for Construction Industry Professionals 
Whether you are a design professional, a construction professional, or a building products professional, you will 

benefit from hearing proven strategies by an accomplished business development leader. 

Presented by Robin Zoufalik, President of RZ-tek Solutions llc 

Location: Cefalo’s, Carnegie, PA 

5:00 Social, 5:30 Board Mtg, 6:15 Dinner, 7:00 Presentation 

Cost $35 

Reservations: MAZell@NationalGypsum.com (412) 951-8715 

 

NNoovveemmbbeerr  1111,,  22001144  

Tour of Scott Hall at Carnegie Mellon University 
The Sherman and Joyce Bowie Scott Hall will be the newest addition to the Carnegie Mellon University 

Campus.  The 100K SF building will house wet and dry laboratories, collaborative and office spaces, a cafe, and 
a 10K SF cleanroom facility.  

THIS WILL BE A HARDHAT TOUR. 

Presented by Bob Reppe, Director of Design for CMU 

5:00-6:00 Tour Dinner to follow at location TBD 

 

September 2014 

http://www.cmu.edu/cdfd/images/nbet/renderings/cmu-scott-hall-model-view-from-forbes-ave.jpg
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CCOONNSSTTRRUUCCTT    22001144  

 

 
 

 

September 2014 

SHOW DATES 
Education: September 9-12, 2014 
Exhibits: September 10-11, 2014 

 
LOCATION 

Baltimore Convention Center. 
 

ON-SITE REGISTRATION HOURS 
Tuesday, September 9, 7:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Wednesday, September 10, 6:30 AM – 4:30 PM 
Thursday, September 11, 6:30 AM – 4:30 PM 
Friday, September 12, 7:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

CONFERENCE 
Tuesday, September 9, 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Wednesday, September 10, 4:30 PM – 5:30 PM 
Thursday, September 11, 7:30 AM – 5:30 PM 
Friday, September 12, 7:30 AM – 10:30 AM 

 
GENERAL SESSION/KEYNOTE 

Wednesday, September 10, 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM 
 

EXHIBIT HALL 
Wednesday, September 10, 10:30 AM – 4:30 PM 

Thursday, September 11, 10:30 AM – 4:30 PM 
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FFaallll  GGoollff  OOuuttiinngg  

 
 

 

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  99tthh  

Cranberry Highlands Golf Course 

9:30am Registration 

10:00am Tee Time 

$75.00/person or $280.00/foursome 

$50 per hole sponsor 

Payable by check or credit card at course 

Scramble Format 

Hot dog and drink at the turn 

Snacks and prizes to follow 

RSVP and checks to: 

Mark Womer 

526 Stirrup Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 

(724) 708-6106 

 

September 2014 
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    CChhaapptteerr  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  

 

September 2014 

Officers 

President 
Mr. Bill Vernon, CSI 
Renaissance 3 Architects  
Phone: 412-630-9166 
bjv@R3a.com 

1st Vice President  
Mr. Richard Strayer, CSI 
Maffei Strayer Furnishings  
Phone: 412-630-9166 
rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com 

2nd Vice President  
Ms. Lynn Fulton, CSI 
CDM-Smith 
412-201-5500 
FultonLM@cdmsmith.com 

Secretary  
Mr. Joshua Telenko, CSI, CCCA 
Baer& Associates, LLC 
412-224-4892 
jtelenko@Baer-Associates.com 

Treasurer  
Ms. Gail Nagie, CSI, CDT 
Phone: 724-622-6301 
twogreenfrg@yahoo.com 

Directors 

Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS,  
NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net 

Ms. Courtney T. Watson, CSI, CDT 
Won-Door Corporation 
412-548-3375 
cwatson@wondoor.com 

Mr. Michael Moyta, CSI 
Design 3 Architecture 
412-373-2220 
mmoyta@d3a.com 

Mr. Phil Dorenkott, CSI 
412-389-5931 
pdorenkott@yahoo.com 

Ms. Leisa Mcnamee, CSI 
McGraw Hill Construction 
412-548-2226 
leisa.mcnamee@mhfi.com 

Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
412-367-0910 
kate@vogeorge.com 

Directors 

Ms. Kelly Brown, AIA, CSI, LEED AP 
Radalet McCarthy Poletta 
412-471-4445 
kbrown@radeletmccarthy.com 

Advisors 

Mr. David Miller, CSI 
Keith Bush  Associates 
412-216-0219 
davidmiller.kba@gmail.com 

Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CSI,  
LEED AP 
IKM Incorporated 
412-281-1337 
bbailey@ikminc.com 

Ms. Michaeleen Vargo, CSI,  
LEED AP BD+C 
Gerard Associates Architects, LLC 
Phone: 412-566-1531 
mdvargo@gerardassociatesarchitects.com 

Committees 

Electronic Communications/Editor 
Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
412-367-0910 
kate@vogeorge.com 

Publicity 
Mr. David Miller, CSI 
Keith Bush  Associates 
412-216-0219 
davidmiller.kba@gmail.com 

Awards 
Mr. Marty Thornton, CCS, CSI 
WTW Architects 
412-321-0550 
MThornton@wtwarch.com 

Membership Co-Chairs 
Matthew Lander 
AVT, Inc.  
412-257-5077 
mlander@avtinc.net 

Damian Carnegie 
AVT Inc.  
412-257-5077 
dcarnegie@avtinc.net 

Technical/Education 
Mr. Philip Dorenkott, CSI 
724-935-9238 
pdorenkott@yahoo.com 
 

Committees 

Certification 
Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, 
NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net 

GBA Liaison 
Mr. Phil Dorenkott, CSI 
412-389-5931 
pdorenkott@yahoo.com 

Golf Outing 
Mr. Mark Womer, CSI 
Assa Abloy 
724-708-6106 
mwomer@dsstristate.net 

Hospitality 
Mr. Marc A. Zell, CSI 
National Gypsum Company 
800-646-2458 x6440 
MAZell@nationalgypsum.com 

Long Range Planning 
See Advisors 
Programs 
Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CSI,  
LEED AP 
IKM, Inc. 
412-281-1337 
bbailey@ikminc.com 

Student Outreach 
Mr. Michael D. Moyta, CSI, CDT, AIA 
Design 3 Architecture, P.C. 
412-373-2220 
m.moyta@d3a.com 

Product Show Chairman 
Mr. James Geist 
Sherwin-Williams 
724-933-1900 
jim.l.geist@sherwin.com 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CSI,  
LEED AP 
IKM, Inc. 
412-281-1337 
bbailey@ikminc.com 
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BLOOD DRIVE 
On behalf of 

KAYLA NEWCOMER 
 

Kayla is the 31 year old, sister of past Chapter President, Miki Vargo, 
and has recently been diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia 
(AML). AML is a form of blood cancer which causes bone marrow cells 
to mature improperly, resulting in abnormalities in the white, red and 
platelet making blood cells. In general, cancer patients may require up 
to 4 pints of blood every day for 2-4 weeks in order to tolerate some 
treatments. Since being diagnosed in May, Kayla has spent the 
majority of her time at UPMC Shadyside Hospital receiving 
chemotherapy and roughly two dozen blood and platelet transfusions.  
These transfusions were made possible by the blood products donated 
by strangers through the Central Blood Bank. When not in the 
hospital, Kayla is at home in Windber, PA, where she cherishes 
spending time with her 3 young boys and family; the driving forces 
behind her strength to fight and beat this cancer.   
 
 

This blood drive is a “Replenishment Blood Drive.” All blood types 
are welcomed and blood donated will be used to help replace blood 
used by Kayla and others. There are no specific times, dates or 
locations for the drive; just contact the Central Blood Bank to schedule 
an appointment at a location, date and time most convenient for you. 
Please make sure to use Kayla’s identification number: Z-0020877. 

 

 
• All Blood Types are 

welcomed and needed, 
especially 0 negative. 
 

• 1 Single donation can save 
up to 3 people. 

 

• A person is able to donate 
blood every 56 days; and 
platelets every 14 days. 
 

• The shelf life of Red Blood 
Cells is 42 days; Platelets 
only 5 days; & Plasma may 
be frozen for up to 1 year. 
 

TThhee  HHoolliiddaayy  CChhaalllleennggee  
 

The person who donates the 
most number of times up until 
December 9, 2014, will receive 
free admittance to the  
CSI Pittsburgh Holiday Gala   
(compliments of Gail Nagie) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1-866-DONORS1  
1-866-366-6771 
www.centralbloodbank.org    
*See also attached list of location to donate 
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