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CSI PITTSBURGH 
CHAPTER MISSION 

STATEMENT 
1. To support and promote the 

mission and core values of the 
Institute. 

2. To help its members perform 
their jobs better by providing 
education and promoting 
certification programs. 

3. To provide an opportunity for 
networking to facilitate project 
team building. 

Pittsburgh Chapter 
Construction Specifications Institute 

P.O. Box 367 
Wexford, PA 15090 

 

 
R I Lampus Company is celebrating 90 years of concrete product and 
building materials production and distribution. 
 
This tour will include a brief overview of some of Lampus products 
and masonry design considerations along with an opportunity for you 
to ask questions of the Lampus representatives on hand.  
 
You will have the opportunity to witness first- hand the batching, 
mixing, and machine production of concrete blocks during an actual 
production run. 
 

Location: 
 
Parkway Aliquippa 
Block Plant 
2321 Todd Road 
Aliquippa, PA 
15001 

 
 

4:30 pm First Tour 
5:30 pm Last Tour 
6:15 pm Dinner 
               on site 
7:30 pm Board 
              Meeting 
Cost: $35/person 

 

Reservations 
to David Miller 
by Friday, May 9 
davidmiller.kba@comcast.net 
(412) 216-0219 

 

 

http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CSIPittsburgh
mailto:davidmiller.kba@com
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VEEP TALK 
May 2014 

 

If you are worried about not knowing how a board works, at CSI you will always have a friendly mentor and the Mid 
Atlantic region has the Leadership Oientation Seminar where you can talk to current board members from chapters all 
around our region.  You can always find someone willing to teach or explain the purpose or method behind any 
aspect of our chapter.  I would like to make it a goal for our chapter to get more members involved with the operation 
of the chapter.  I hope that this will allow the burden for operation of chapter to fall on more people.  Responsibility 
of committee chairs is overall management and not actual performance of the tasks.   New ideas or reinvention 
of/restarting old ideas are welcome -- Bob Bailey’s restart of the Chapter newsletter is a great example of the 
difference you can make with some simple efforts that are well appreciated. 
One of CSI’s core values is education.  This education is not just for the tools to convey design ideas to those who 
build and supply the built environment.  Education also includes management of projects and operations, something 
board membership can help you with.  Involvement also puts you in touch with our membership on a personal level 
to form relationships that will last throughout your career; relationships that help you to know the right person for the 
various problems that inevitably crop up with projects.  We are dealing with the built environment and we do not 
need to assume or guess that someone in CSI has the solution. 
If you show up to a meeting for the first time, please let us know and we will introduce you around, from the salty old 
veterans of our industry to the energetic new faces.  We want you to feel welcome at our chapter. 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
33rd Kenneth Brown Tom Brown, Inc. 
29th Gerald Emili Continental Building Products 
2nd Kurt Scheer BDA Engineering, Inc. 
1st John Walker CENTRIA 
1st Thomas Morgan StanleyBlack&Decker 
1st Brad Bridges RJ Bridges Corporation 

NEW MEMBER 
Ray See @ Bridges & Company 

Always Remember What Is Really Important. 

 

 
By Bill Vernon 
1st Vice-President, CSI Pittsburgh 

We have the CSI-elections this month; this is 
everyone’s chance to be involved on the basic democratic 
level.  CSI is a volunteer organization -  you can be 
involved without having much responsibility.  Committee 
chairs are always looking for support.  
Whether helping out at our monthly meetings or making 
calls to obtain letter of support for awards or finding an 
interesting program that everyone can enjoy for our 
meetings, we can always use people. 

http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CSIPittsburgh
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Member Profile: Deborah Merges 

 

 

What part of your job do you most enjoy?  Talking with people. 

If you weren’t in your current job, what would you be doing?  Most likely I would still be working for 

Best Tile. 

What is the funniest/oddest thing that has happened in your professional career?  One incident 

occurred when our chapter was in charge of the hospitality suite at a region conference. If you have never 

attended a conference typically, the hospitality suite is left open for people to stop by and grab a drink but 

this time the location of the room was right in the middle of rooms occupied by high school students on a 

school trip. Gail Nagie and I found ourselves standing guard over the suite all night with some of the 

parents just to make sure the kids didn’t get any alcohol. 

Tell us about your family:  George and I have been married for 45 years this coming June 6th. We have 

two children, Kimberly Jo and Gregory George.  Kim is married to Brian Murphy and is a stay-at-home 

mother taking care of our only grandchild Kenzie Jane.  They live in Duxbury, Mass and because of that 

we don’t get to see them much.  However, since Kenzie has been able to stand on a stool she and I have 

made apple pie together.  It never fails the first thing she asks me is, “Mimi, can we make an apple pie?”  

Greg lives locally and is a registered architect working in private practice and with George.  Greg is also a 

CSI member and has been attending CSI conventions and conferences since 1979. 

      (continued on p.4) 

May 2014 

Company and Position:  I am employed by Architectural 

Resources, Inc., an independent rep agency out of Greenbelt 

Md.  I am the local manufacturer’s rep for Bobrick Toilet 

Partitions and Accessories, Hadrian Locker and Metal Toilet 

Partitions and Elmes Door Hardware, covering Western Pa. 

and WVa. 

Tell us about your job:  I call on dealers who handle Bobrick, 

Hadrian and Elmes in Western Pa and WVa.  And I also call on 

architects, designers, and spec writers, keeping them up to date 

on the latest product changes. 

http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CSIPittsburgh
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Member Profile (cont’d) 

 

What year did you join CSI?  I joined the first time in 1987 when working for Babcock Lumber Co. as a 

rep for DuPont Corian. 

Why did you join CSI?  It was a good way to meet Architects, Designers and Spec Writers and other 

Reps and find out what was happening in the area. 

Did you have a CSI recruiter/mentor?  I can’t say I had a recruiter, but I would have to say that far as 

mentors goes it would have been Ken Nagie, Sandra Hundley, and George. 

What is your role in CSI Pittsburgh?  Presently I hold no position, however I have been the chairman 

of the Hospitality Committee several years, worked on the Awards Committee, ran the Chapter golf outing 

several times, worked on the region conference committee three times, and held the office of second vice 

president, and was chapter director for several terms.  

What do you see as the value of CSI membership?  CSI is a great organization that offers an 

opportunity for representatives covering all divisions in the construction specifications to meet and discuss 

projects with the architect, designer or contractor working on a project. Friendships are developed across 

the country for those taking advantage of Chapter, Regional and National gatherings.  

What was your proudest moment in CSI?  Seeing George receive his Fellowship award and everything 

that went with it. 

What would you want somebody considering CSI membership to know?  That the more your 

become involved the more you will get back.  

What’s your passion?  I Love quilting, sewing and golfing. 

What would people be surprised to know about you?  That I was a flight attendent (stewardess) for 

Allegheny Airlines. 

 

Watch your email for next month’s meeting 

Awards Dinner and Membership Recognition Event 
Location to be announced 
Fun is always on the menu! 

May 2014 

http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CSIPittsburgh
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE BOARD 
May 2014 

 

APRIL 8, 2014 AT CEFALO’S IN CARNEGIE, PA 
Hospitality – Considering June Awards Dinner event as a river cruise. 

Programs – New chair will be Bailey. 

Website – Paypal now working. 

Membership – Still at 138 total members. 

Tech/Ed – Slight change on topic, as discussed will be led by attorney 
Mike Cremonese with an insurance agent also present dealing with legal 
issues of sustainable design/LEED. 

Awards – Pgh Chapter received many Middle Atlantic Region awards.  
LOS will have a meeting about submission requirements. 

GBA Liason – Dorenkott and Bailey attended meeting discussion EPDs 
and HPDs. 

Student Outreach – 8 students from Chatham will participate in Are 
You Smarter Than A Specifier? 

Golf Outing – Thursday, June 5, Strawberry Ridge. 

MARC 2017 – Initiating planning. 

Old Business – Google forms need updating.  Chapter to have a booth 
at the May 14 Electric League Trade Show. 

 

Need to get your name out there? 
Get included in our Newsletter! 

Only $50/year! 

Host a table top display at our next meeting! 

Be seen on the CSI website! 

Click here for details. 
 

 

 

http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CSIPittsburgh
http://www.csipittsburgh.org/docs/CSI_Pittsburgh_Ad_Form.pdf
http://www.ardexamericas.com/en-us/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.thebluebook.com/
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HAPPENINGS 

 

 

May 2014 

http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CSIPittsburgh
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HAPPENINGS 

 

 

 

 

 
Keynote Address by Dennis Yablonsky, CEO of The Allegheny Conference 

For more information: 
http://www.electricleague.com/ 

 

Durability + Design is holding D+D 2014, the first annual conference and exhibition designed to 
integrate the emerging technical community of specifiers, architects, contractors, and facility owners 

united by their interest in achieving building performance and aesthetics. 
This event will bring groups from all ends of the industry together to learn and share new ideas in a 
common conversation about "Advances in Protective and Aesthetic Technologies for Buildings". 
D+D 2014 will be held in Cincinnati at the historic Hilton Netherland Plaza Hotel on May 20-22. 

 
 

 
SHOW DATES 

Education: September 9-12, 2014 
Exhibits: September 10-11, 2014 

MAY 2014 

http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CSIPittsburgh
http://www.electricleague.com/
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APRIL 2014 MEETING 
“Are You Smarter Than A Specifier?”  

Featuring students from Chatham University 
at Cefalo’s, Carnegie 

 

May 2014 

 
 

http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CSIPittsburgh
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APRIL 2014 MEETING 
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http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CSIPittsburgh
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http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CSIPittsburgh
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  CHAPTER LEADERSHIP 

 

May 2014 

Officers 
President 
Ms. Michaeleen Vargo, CSI, LEED AP 
BD+C 
Gerard Associates Architects, LLC 
Phone: 412-566-1531 
mdvargo@gerardassociatesarchitects.com 
1st Vice President  
Mr. Bill Vernon, CSI 
Renaissance 3 Architects  
Phone: 412-630-9166 
bjv@R3a.com 
2nd Vice President  
Mr. Richard Strayer, CSI 
Maffei Strayer Furnishings  
Phone: 412-630-9166 
rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com 
Secretary  
Mr. Dennis Buirge, CSI, CCS, CCCA 
thespecden@gmail.com 
Treasurer  
Ms. Gail Nagie, CSI, CDT 
Phone: 724-622-6301 
gailnaige@aol.com 

Directors 
Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, 
NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net 
Ms. Courtney T. Watson, CSI, CDT 
Won-Door Corporation 
412-548-3375 
cwatson@wondoor.com 
Mr. Michael Moyta, CSI 
Design 3 Architecture 
412-373-2220 
mmoyta@d3a.com 
Mr. Phil Dorenkott, CSI 
412-389-5931 
pdorenkott@yahoo.com 
Ms. Leisa Mcnamee, CSI 
McGraw Hill Construction 
412-548-2226 
leisa.mcnamee@mhfi.com 
Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
412-367-0910 
kate@vogeorge.com 
 

Directors 
Ms. Lynn Fulton, CSI 
CDM-Smith 
412-201-5500 
FultonLM@cdmsmith.com 

Advisors 
Mr. David Miller, CSI 
Keith Bush  Associates 
412-216-0219 
davidmiller.kba@gmail.com 
Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CSI, LEED 
AP 
IKM Incorporated 
412-281-1337 
bbailey@ikminc.com 
Ms. RonnaLeah E. Prindible, CSI 
McGraw-Hill Construction 
412-330-2207 
ronnaleah_prindible@mcgraw-hill.com 

Committees 
Electronic Communications/Editor 
Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
412-367-0910 
kate@vogeorge.com 
Awards 
Mr. Marty Thornton, CCS, CSI 
WTW Architects 
412-321-0550 
MThornton@wtwarch.com 
Membership Co-Chairs 
Matthew Lander                             
AVT, Inc.                
412-257-5077                        
mlander@avtinc.net 
Damian Carnegie 
AVT Inc.             
412-257-5077                        
dcarnegie@avtinc.net 
Technical/Education 
Mr. Philip Dorenkott, CSI 
724-935-9238 
pdorenkott@yahoo.com 
 

Committees 
Certification 
Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, 
NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net 
GBA Liaison 
Mr. Phil Dorenkott, CSI 
412-389-5931 
pdorenkott@yahoo.com 
Golf Outing 
Mr. Mark Womer, CSI 
Assa Abloy 
724-708-6106 
mwomer@dsstristate.net 
Hospitality 
Mr. Marc A. Zell, CSI 
National Gypsum Company 
800-646-2458 x6440 
MAZell@nationalgypsum.com 
Long Range Planning 
See Advisors 
Programs 
Ms. Lynn Fulton, CSI 
CDM-Smith 
412-201-5500 
FultonLM@cdmsmith.com 
Student Outreach 
Mr. Michael D. Moyta, CSI, CDT, AIA 
Design 3 Architecture, P.C. 
412-373-2220 
m.moyta@d3a.com 
Product Show Chairman 
Mr. James Geist 
Sherwin-Williams 
724-933-1900 
jim.l.geist@sherwin.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CSI, LEED 
AP 
IKM, Inc. 
412-281-1337 
bbailey@ikminc.com 
 

http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CSIPittsburgh
mailto:mdvargo@gerardassociatesarchitects.com
mailto:bjv@R3a.com
mailto:rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com
mailto:thespecden@gmail.com
mailto:gailnaige@aol.com
mailto:michaelbosco74@comcast.net
mailto:cwatson@wondoor.com
mailto:mmoyta@d3a.com
mailto:pdorenkott@yahoo.com
http://leisa.mcnamee@mhfi.com/
mailto:kate@vogeorge.com
mailto:FultonLM@cdmsmith.com
mailto:davidmiller.kba@gmail.com
mailto:bbailey@ikminc.com
mailto:ronnaleah_prindible@mcgraw-hill.com
mailto:kate@vogeorge.com
mailto:MThornton@wtwarch.com
mailto:mlander@avtinc.net
mailto:dcarnegie@avtinc.net
mailto:pdorenkott@yahoo.com
mailto:michaelbosco74@comcast.net
mailto:pdorenkott@yahoo.com
mailto:mwomer@dsstristate.net
mailto:MAZell@nationalgypsum.com
mailto:FultonLM@cdmsmith.com
mailto:m.moyta@d3a.com
mailto:jim.l.geist@sherwin.com
mailto:bbailey@ikminc.com
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LAST PAGE 
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KBA Representative 
David Miller 

 

Masters Champ 
Bubba Watson 

Separated at birth??? 

http://www.csipittsburgh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CSIPittsburgh
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