
      Chapter
60th Anniversary

Celebration
Saturday, September 15, 2018

6:00 PM – 10:00 PM

Edgewood Country Club
100 Churchill Road

Pittsburgh, PA 15235
Cocktail Attire

Cash bar 6:00 pm
Octoberfest buffet dinner 7:00 pm

plus 2017-18 Chapter Awards & 
Review of Chapter Accomplishments

Cost: $40.00 per person

To Register:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/csi-pittsburgh-60th-anniversary-

gala-tickets-49196552212  

Free Valet Parking Provided
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This year’s focus was on membership, planning a region conference, and planning a 
product show. The Richmond and Greater Lehigh Valley chapters have successful prod-
uct shows and presented useful ideas to use. We will have our Holiday Gala and Prod-
uct Show in December and our popular “Speed Dating” in February. Be sure to look for 
information in the coming months.

The year begins with celebrating the 60th anniversary of the chartering of the Pitts-
burgh Chapter. For 60 years, our members have promoted the core values of the Con-
struction Specifications Institute (CSI) through leadership, education, and certification. 
The mix of designers, specifiers, technical representatives, contractors, and building 
owners provides unique opportunities to better communication for the built environ-
ment. We will be celebrating our milestone at the Edgewood Country Club on Septem-
ber 15th. 

Also happening in September is our Fall Golf Outing. On September 20th, we will be at 
Birdsfoot Golf Club in Freeport, PA. Contact Mark Womer at mwomer@dsstristate.net 
to register your team. 

In closing, I would like to thank all those that volunteered their time in making the Pitts-
burgh Chapter one of the best chapters in the Institute. It is an honor to represent you 
at the Region and Institute levels. Looking forward to seeing everyone on the 15th of 
September at the Edgewood Country Club.

“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on Earth.” 
    -- Muhammad Ali, American boxer

by Martin (Marty) Thornton II, CCS, CSI

As the seasons move from summer to fall, CSI Pittsburgh 
begins a new fiscal year. Your new board of officers and 
directors along with the committee chairs have been hard at 
work preparing for the new year.

At the beginning of August, Matt Lander – Second Vice-
president, Gail Nagie – Treasurer and myself attended the 
Middle Atlantic Region’s LEAD (Leadership, Education and 
Development – formerly known as LOS) conference in York, 
PA. At this conference, we met and exchanged ideas from 
other chapter leaders within our region.



July 17, 2018 at offices of R3A Architects

President’s Remarks

LEAD Regional Conference on August 3-4.  Anyone interested in considering becoming an officer 
should attend.  CONSTRUCT Institute convention in Long Beach, CA.

Programs

Thornton provided a list of potential monthly seminars for group discussion. Potential schedule of 
dates discussed by topic.  Individuals assigned to mentor specific programs vs. prior years’ one-
person responsibility.  Schedule to be finalized.

Golf Outing

Fall outing at Birdsfoot Golf Club September 20, 2018.  email announcement to be distributed.

Membership

Total membership increased by two to 110 in June.

Technical/Education

Discussed possible October date for the SSPC technical seminar.

Awards

Vernon & Strayer to meet and determine awards for September 15th presentation at 60th Anniversary 
Dinner.  Outstanding Chapter Award – due December 31, 2018.  Thornton asked Strayer to assume 
responsibility of other chapter awards presentation format and provide recommendations for 
discussion.

GBA Liason

GBA willing to hold a program with product reps focused on LEED products as a joint meeting.  
Details to be determined.

60th Anniversary

Edgewood Country Club September 15, 2018.  Theme is Octoberfest.  Sponsorship $2,550 committed.  
Strayer to bring MARC-17 signs to recycle where possible.  Committee to schedule conference call in 
2 weeks.

New Business

Budget for FYE 6/19 presented by Treasurer Nagie. Individual line items discussed, and modified.   
New budget unanimously approved via motion made by Strayer, seconded by Bartley as noted.
  

September 2018
Highlights from the Board
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September Anniversaries 

George Merges, Jr.  Architect
Charles Brown   Brenenborg Brown Group
Jason Henze   Overhead Door Co. of Greater Pittsburgh

Current Membership: 111

Catherine Houska is now an independent consultant focusing on 
architectural and structural metals.  She will continue to consult directly 
on projects for clients (new construction, restoration, and failure analysis), 
consult for the industry associations (technical support, L&L, etc.), and 
represent clients at standards setting organizations.

Catherine Houska Consulting LLC 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Cell 412-874-9074
Email: cmhouska@outlook.com

September 2018
Member News

4

mailto:cmhouska%40outlook.com?subject=


September 2018

Institute Director’s Report

5



September 2018

Institute Director’s Report

6



The Region just completed its first LEAD Seminar in early August. 
Attendance was pretty good but there’s always room for even more next 
year. Keep your eyes open for more information starting in January. 
Every member is welcome and there are no charges including the 
meals.  The chapter has funds set aside to help with travel and Hotel. 

Members should be getting information very soon about a new program 
the Region is starting in October called“Tele-Tech Talk”. 

This will be a teleconference call that will run from 12:07 PM through 
12:55 PM on timely subjects most of which will include Learning Unites. 
We are planning 3 to 4 in the first year and will add more as needed. Our 
first subject will be Mentoring presented by Marvin Kemp. CDT holders 
will find this an easy way to earn the hours needed to renew their CDT. 
The best thing 
is you can eat your lunch while you learn and there is no fee for these 
sessions nor for the phone call. All members are welcome. 

An important reminder! Have you checked your profile on the Institute 
website recently?  I strongly suggest doing so at least every two 
months. If your profile isn’t up-to-date you are missing important 
information. 

Are you considering going to Construct 2018 in early October?  You 
should be!  If you are please remember our chapter has money set 
aside to help with some of your expenses. How can you get help from 
the chapter? Let Marty Thornton know if you are,  please remember our 
chapter has money set aside to help with some of your expenses. How 
can you get help from 
the chapter? Let Marty Thornton  you are going. You must be a member 
in good standing, attend both the region caucus and the annual general 
membership meeting and let Marty know you are going before you 
go. Can’t go this year? Plan on going next year when it returns to 
Washington DC. 

-Gail Nagie, CSI Mid Atlantic Region President

April 2018

Region Report
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2018 Fall CSI Golf Outing
  Birdsfoot Golf Club
  225 Furnace Run Road
  Freeport, Pa

  September 20, 2018
  (Thursday)

  Shot Gun Start at 9:00 am 

  $280 foursome          $75.00 single 

Includes 6 pack for each cart (beer or soda), 
skill prizes, 50/50, giveaway prizes, 

executive buffet dinner, dog and drink at turn.
    

Hole Sponsor- $50.00
Your company will be announced, 

you will have the opportunity to talk briefly about your company, 
and you’ll get a sign at hole. 

 

Contact Mark Womer to register: mwomer@dsstristate.net  
If you have questions please call 724-708-6106

mailto:%20mwomer%40dsstristate.net?subject=
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April 2018

Newsletter Sponsors
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BUILDING & INDUSTRIAL 

Brad A. Bartley CSI, CDT 
Senior Manager 
Architectural Sales 

AGC Glass North America 
11175 Cicero Drive, Suite 400 
Alpharetta, GAii30022 
Tel: 412-804-1509 
brad.bartley@us.agc.com 
www.us.agc.com - www.agc.com 
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Officers

President

Mr. Martin Thornton, II, CCS, CSI

WTW Architects

412-315-3471

mthornton@wtwarch.com

1st Vice President 
Ms. Kelley Brown, AIA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP  
Radelet McCarthy Polletta 
412-471-4445 
kbrown@radeletmccarthy.com

2nd Vice President 
Mr. Matthew Lander 
AVT, Inc.  
412-257-5077 
mlander@avtinc.net

Secretary 

Mr. Bruce Pollock, AIA, CSI, CCS, CCCA 
RSSC Architecture
724-933-9100 
bpp@rsscarch.com

Treasurer 
Ms. Gail Nagie, CSI, CDT
Phone: 724-622-6301
twogreenfrg@yahoo.com

Directors
Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net
Mr.Brett Wygal 
The Garland Company 
724-841-8623 
bwygal@garlandind.com
Mr. Jason Henze 
Overhead Door Co. of Pittsburgh
412-337-1875 
jhenze@ohdpgh.com

Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
724-935-1500 
kate@vogeorge.com 
Ms. Leisa Mcnamee, CSI 
Dodge Data & Analytics 
412-548-2226 
leisa.mcnamee@construction.com

Directors (cont.)

Mr. Brad A. Bartley CSI, CDT
AGC Glass Company North America
412-804-1509 
brad.bartley@us.agc.com
Mr. James Geist 
Sherwin-Williams 
724-933-1900 
jim.l.geist@sherwin.com

Advisors - also Nominating & 
Long Range Planning Committees
Ms. Michaeleen Vargo, CSI,  
LEED AP BD+C
LGA Partners
Phone: 412-224-6232
MVargo@lga-partners.com
Mr. Bill Vernon, CSI,  
Renaissance 3 Architects 
412-431-2480
bjv@R3a.com
Mr. Richard Strayer, CSI
Maffei Strayer Furnishings 
Phone: 412-741-1850
rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com

Committees
Publicity 
Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
724-935-1500 
kate@vogeorge.com
Awards 
Mr. William Vernon, CSI 
Renaissance 3 Architects 
412-431-2480
bjv@R3a.com
Membership  
Mr. Damian Carnegie 
AVT Inc.  
412-257-5077 
dcarnegie@avtinc.net

Technical/Education 
Mr. Phil Dorenkott, CSI, LEED AP BD+C

ATAS International, Inc.

412-667-0546

pdorenkott@atas.com

Committees (cont.)
Electronic Communications/Editor 
Ms. Kate Schuster, CSI 
V.O. George Group, Inc. 
724-935-1500 
kate@vogeorge.com
Certification 
Mr. Michael C. Bosco, RA, CSI, CCS, NCARB 
412-855-5876 
michaelbosco74@comcast.net
Golf Outing 
Mr. Mark Womer, CSI 
Assa Abloy 
724-708-6106
mwomer@dsstristate.net
Hospitality 
Mr. Marc A. Zell, CSI 
National Gypsum Company 
800-646-2458 x6440 
MAZell@nationalgypsum.com
Programs 
Mr. Scott Keener
MacLachlan Cornelius & Filoni, Inc.
412-281-6568 x-113
Skeener@mcfarchitects.com
GBA Liaison
Mr. Jeff Carty, CSI, CDT
Modernfold
814-418-4596
jcarty@modernfoldofpa.com
Student Outreach
Ms. Colleen Defilippo
Bonitz Flooring Group
412-719-9761
ColleenDefilippo@Bonitz.com

Product Show Chairman
Mr. James Geist 
Sherwin-Williams 
724-933-1900 
jim.l.geist@sherwin.com

Newsletter Editor
Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CSI, LEED AP 
IKM, Inc.
412-281-1337
bbailey@ikminc.com
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